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THE SERMON, 


Preached at the opening of the Nineteenth General Assembly of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church, at Princeton, Ky., by Rev. Mittox 
Birp, Moderator of the last General Assembly, and furnished for pub- 
lication, at the request ef a Committee of the Assembly, as written 
out from brief notes. 


have planted, Apollos watered: but God gave the in- 
crease. 1 Cor. 3: 6, 


A first principle of christianity contemplates every man 
as a sinner, exposed to wrath and indignation. Its min- 
istry shows the way of salvation to the world that lieth 
in wickedness. ‘This ministry relates to the means, un- 
der divine influence, by which christianity is established 
and progresses in the world. Whether it be stationary 
or itinerant, missionary or pastoral, the gospel ministry 
proceeds on the same principles. These principles are 
very few, but very plain and important. They are ever 
the same. ‘They relate to all men without distinction, 
whether Jews or Gentiles. 

Our subject may be applied either to the growth and 
perfection of grace in the soul, or to the progress of chris- 
tianity in the world. Both views open to the mind much 
that is instructive. 

Seeking the divine blessing and assistance, we will em- 
ploy ourselves in contemplating the growth of the church, 
especially that branch of which this Assembly is the gen- 
eral bond ef union and correspondence. 
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PROGRESSIVENESS OF THE CHURCH. 


In the text, our attention is turned to one effect—“But 
God gave the increase,” the progress of the church. Two 
agencies concur in producing the effect—“I have planted, 
and Apollos watered: but God gave the increase.” One 
subordinate, the other supreme. ‘The province of the 
one is to plant and water; of the other to give increase. 
One instrument employed, the seed planted. 

For the better elucidation of the subject, let us direct 
attention: 

1. To the progress of the church. 

And first I remark, the law of progress graduates the 
whole scale of creation. The great and marvellous work, 
from choas, progressed in the gradual development of its 
stupendous frame, so wisely organized, so perfect, so 
beautiful and infinitely diversified. This is set forth in 
the first book of the Bible. It shows the progress from the 
first to the seventh day. In the mineral, the vegetable 
and animal kingdoms the law of progress is operative. 

The God of nature is the God of christianity. Were 
it not progressive, it could not lay claim to a divine orig- 
inal. 

The geologist traces the regular steps of progression in 
the earth’s formation. 

A seed is planted; in a few years we behold the tree 
crown up from it. Now we see a little sprout springing 
from the acorn; in less than halfa century, we behold 
the stately oak, striking its roots deep and broad in the 
earth, and shooting its branches high toward the heavens. 
The farmer drops the grain of corn in the furrow: first 
we see the blade, then the stalk, then the ear, and then 
the ripe corn in the ear. ‘The deep and wide river, bear- 
ing on its surface the commerce of the country, may be 
traced to the little mountain spring. The infant grows up 
to boyhood, and becomes the full grown man. 

The church has been adapted to the simple and com- 
mon affections of our nature, through all the transmuta- 
tions of worship and ordinance. Sheis ever progressing, 
and never arrives at a point bevond which she may not 
advance. Inher outward form, the church seems to have 
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PROGRESSIVENESS OF THE CHURCH. 


advanced from age to age, just to correspond with the 
progress of the human mind, in its adaptation to the senti- 
ments of christianity. The patriarchal age had its intel- 
ligence and affection met by a rude and unsettled exte- 
rior—the levitical by gorgeous and complicated ceremo- 
nies—the apostolical by a free and unadorned simplicity. 
First the light is neither clear nor dark, but at evening 
time it is light. The waters of the sanctuary swell from 
the spring to a river—water to the ankles, water to the 
knees, water to the loins, water to swim in. It is a dis- 
tinctive feature of true religion, that it is one of progress. 
It is a leading trait of false religion, that it chains the 
spirit of inquiry to the stake of priestly authority, that it 
is founded in a surrender of mind, retrogradation of under- 
standing, and making human knowledge a stagnant mud 
uddie. Genuine christianity has a world-wide destina- 
tion. It knows neither country nor nation, but is like the 
rains and sun, full of blessing to all. It is a fountain 
opened, which sends forth the river of life clear as crys- 
tal; in the midst, and on either side of it, is the tree of 
life, bearing twelve manner of fruits, and its leaves for 
the healing of the nations; and beside its gentle stream, 
the great shepherd feeds his flock, and leads them to its 
living fountains of waters. 

What social reforms, what a terrestial paradise infi- 
delity has professed to produce for man; but as the needle 
turns to the pole, it always resulted in impurity and de- 
eption as its final end. ‘The world has ever sunk into 
pollution where christianity has not exerted its influence. 
It creates for us the true idea of humanity, liberty, do- 
mestic society, popular education, intellectual, moral and 
corporeal purity. 

2. Progressiveness is a characteristic feature of chris- 
tianity, individual and organic. Such is God’s order that 
the race of both marches ever toward the perfect. In 
the individual there is growing in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. First the balde, then the 
stalk, then the ear, then the ripe corn in the ear. This growth 
is connected with planting, watering and culture. Paul 
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deleniates personal religion, when, he says, “Brethren, | 
count not myself to have apprehended; but this one thing 
I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto those which are before, I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” 

Organic christianity consists of individual. Therefore 
as the latter is progressive: so the former must be. The 
character of the one is essentially the character of the 
other. A declension or revival in organic, is preceded 
by a declension or revival in individual religion. ‘The ne- 
cessity of increase in personal christianity, shows that 
the element of progressiveness must be in the church. 

3. This fact may be seen on the very face of the 
church’s mission in the world. Christianity proceeds up- 
on the fact that the world is lost. ‘That the whole world 
lieth in wickedness. The object of the church’s mission 
is set forth in the faithful, saying and worthy of all accep- 
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners. In this fact is based the charter of the mission 
which extends over all the peopled earth. The charter- 
ed commission and instructions now speak to the church, 
as when first spoken by the living voice of the supreme 
and Almighty Redeemer, who came to seek and to save 
the lost—“Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever [| have commanded you: and, lo, | am with 
you alway, even to the end of the world. Amen.” 

To the church is given the ministry of reconciliation; 
“to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world un- 
to himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and 
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.” That 
the reconciled to God, the church, prosecute and accom- 
plish their mission of reconciliation; what an increase and 
progressiveness there must be! Except a very small frac- 
tion, the world’s mind is enmity to God, its heart aliena- 
ted from him. The missionary map of the world is over- 
spread with darkness and deeply colored with corruption 
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and wretchedness; only here and there, the eye can rest 
on a small light and clean and green spot, where the 
light of christianity is shining, and its salt exerting its pu- 
rifying influence, and its dews and showers falling. 

We need not tell of heathen abroad; at our own doors 
are heathen as really so as any in heathen lands. In 
country, town, and crowded city, next door to the pastor, 
the elder and the deacon, within hearing of the church- 
roing bell, are heathen to be converted. 

sut little of the framework of society, political, domes- 
tic, educational, commercial and agricultural are reconcil- 
ed and subordinated to God. Selfishness, infidelity licen- 
tiousness, sabbath descration, intemperance, corrupt lit- 
erature and all manner of unrighteousness prevail. The 
existing state of the world will not give place to a bette: 
without the principle of progressiveness in the church. 
And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, hav- 
ing the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell 
on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue. 
and people. "That the church be without fault before the 
throne of God, her progress must be as the flight of the 
angel. Then will the temple of God be opened in heav- 
en, and in that temple will be seen the ark of his testa- 
ment. Soon will be heard “great voices in heaven, say- 
ine. the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign forev- 
er and ever.” 

1. This progressiveness is exhibited in the scriptures in 
different ways and forms of similitudes. Christians pray 
for it. They toil for it. The perpetual and universal 
prayer, of every heart that sympathizes and beats in un- 
ison with the great heart of the world’s Redeemer, is. 
“thy kingdom come: thy will be done, in earth as it is in 
heaven” Mat. 6:10. It is written, “But this man, after 
he had offered one sacrifice for sins, forever sat down on 
the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till his 
enemies be made his footstool.” Heb. 10: 12, 13. “Where- 
fore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name whichis above every name; that at the 
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- —__—_—___—_—_—— - 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that 
every tougue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” Phil. 2:9, 10,11. It is 
declared that “He must reign, till he hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet.” 1 Cor. 15: 25. Such as do not kiss 
the sceptre of his reign, will perish from the way when 
his wrath is kindled but a littl. He will break them 
with a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces like a pot- 
ter’s vessel. “For the nation and kingdom that will not 
serve thee shall perish; yea those nations shall be utterly 
wasted.” Isa. 60: 12. See also 2 Psalm. The testimo- 
ny of prophecy must be fullfilled: “And the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints 
of the most high, whose kingdom is an everlasting king- 
dom, and dominions shall serve and obey him.” Dan. 7: 
27. “For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” And he shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people; and 
they shall beat their swords into plough-shares, and thei 
spears into pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 
Isa, 2:3, 4. “And righteousness shall be the girdle of 
his Joins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard lic 
lown with the kid, and the calf and the young lion, and 
the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 
And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
cockatrice den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge ofthe Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Isa. 
11:5—9. The glorious increase of the church is thus 
set forth. Truly, “a little one shall become a thousand, 
and a small one a strong nation.” Isa. 60: 22. And “the 
light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the 
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light of the sun shall be seven fold, as the light of seven 
days.” Isa. 30: 26. 

Various forms of similitudes are employed to describe 
the origin, progress and consummation of the church. It 
is analogously presented by the emblem of a little stone, 
cut out of the mountain without hands, which breaks the 
anti-christian powers in pieces, becomes a great mountain, 
and fills the whole earth. By a handfull of corn in the 


earth upon the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof 


shall shake like Lebanon: and they of the city shall 
flourish as the grass of the earth. By the grain of mus- 
tard seed, which, notwithstanding its smallness, grows up 
into a tree casting abroad its branches in which the birds 
of the air find shade and shelter. It is thus abundantly 
shown that Christ “will be as dew unto Israel: he shall 
grow as the lilly, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 
His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as the 
olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon. They that dwell 
under his shadow shall return; they shall revive as the 
corn, and grow as the vine.” 

5. There remains much of the field unplanted. There 
is abundant seed to plant it. There must be progress in 
the church. “The field is the world.” That is the 
whole habitable globe, including all nations, and people, 
and tongues—probably amounting to a thousand million 
of human, immortal beings. Perhaps eight tenths of the 
field are yet a moral wilderness, or desert scorched with 
the fire of sin. In parts of the small cultivated spots, 
weeds, briers and thorns are growing. 

It is the business of the church with the axe, mattock 
and spade of truth to prepare the ground. Over wil- 
derness and desert drive the gospel plough. Sow the in- 
curruptible seed, and water it. Press on in the work 
committed to her hands; and make “the wilderness and 
the solitary place” glad; and the desert rejoice and blos- 
som as the rose; the parched ground a pool, and the 
thirsty land springs of water. Let the ground be prepar- 
ed; the seed sown, the proper culture bestowed on it. 
The soil is capable of receiving the seed; the seed is ca- 
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pable of growing in it: but if not planted in it, the seec 
cannot germinate and send up from it the new life and 
fruit. 

No limit is fixed to the work of planting by any lack of 
seed. Itis abundant. In the provisions of the gospel, its 
truths, facts, requirements and precepts, there is a capa- 
bility of unlimited application. In these things themselves, 
there is no impediment, no restriction, no hindrance, in 
regard to mankind. ‘The waters of the flowing streams 
and mighty ocean are free to all, and unconsumable by 
use. ‘The light and heat of the sun, are free and undi- 
minishable—unexhausted and inexhaustible. 

Experience proves that a medicine, in the midst of an 
epidemic, has this accredited peculiarity, that it always 
cures if taken—and if not death is sure. So this seed 
will grow if planted and watered—and if not, thorns and 
briers are sure to grow in the soil. 

This seed is divine truth, heavenly doetrine, the gospel 
of the grace of God, It is not something natural or in- 
herent to the human mind, but something imparted to it. 
Seed is cast into the ground. Truth is planted in the 
heart by a living agent. 

The principles of progressiveness lie in the divine pu- 
rity and inherent power of truth. It is the light of heav- 
en to chase away hellish gloom. The energy to over- 
throw the delusion of error. The power of love to anni- 
hiliate the elements of wrath and evil. The omnipotence 
of holiness to overthrow the principles of moral evil. 

6. Genuine christianity is aggressive; the church must 
possess the element of progress—be imbued with its spirit. 
[ts operation is not to conform itself to the world; but t 
regenerate the world. “Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away ; 
behold all things are become new.” ‘The church is not 
to run into the mould of the world, but to stamp the pure 
and noble impress of the gospel on the world. 

Between truth and error, holiness and sin, benevolence 
and malignity, there is an eternal war of extermination. 
Compromise is utterly impossible. Know ye not that the 
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friendship of the world is enmity to God: whosoever there- 
fore will be the friend of the world, is the enemy of God. 
The church may not court the popularity of the world, 
by open approbation of or dignified silence in regard to 
popular errors, corrupt practices, fashionable vices and 
amusements. She cannot be pleasing to God, and ac- 
ceptable to the carnal mind. That is a dead church 
which has not aggressive power. A temporizing, neutral 
religion is a false religion—it is no religion. ‘The church 
in which it prevails lacks every thing but the name of 
christianity. 

In error, infidelity and evil there is sleepless vigilance. 
Can truth, piety and goodness slumber? Surely not. 
Foiled on the field of open conflict, it is a master stroke 
of the devil’s policy to turn christian, and go into the 
church, that he may conquer and destroy it by a system 
of tactics which will conform it to the world. All his 
movements are aggressive. . 

The church should be on the alert. Ever active in ag- 
sressive movements on the kingdom of Satan. Such as 
are well concerted and steady; not fitful and scattered 
attacks. These movements would excite revived hope, 
and infuse energy throughout our ranks, leading us on- 
ward in our Master’s work. 

7. The demand for progressiveness in the church, is 
most strongly indicated by the circumstances and charac- 
ter of the age in which we live. Facilities for doing good 
have been greatly multiplied. If the church does not keep 
pace with them, infidelity will turn them to its account. 
We believe in providence, and hold that the church has 
a high destiny to achieve, a grand mission to accomplish, 
and, that consequently she is destined to advance. It is 
very evident that providence opens the way and intends 
that the church shall go forward, and spread the princi- 
ples of truth, justice, and goodness over the earth. 

Moral progress produces physical. If the church fall in 
the rear of the latter, both must perish. Education open- 
ing its schools and building its colleges—improvement in 
art, industry and science—steam boats plying our rivers 
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and ships our seas—canals constructed and railroads 
stretching out their iron arms over our country—and the 
mysterious telegraph, conveying intelligence on the wings 
of lightning, go to show that christianity is and must be 
progressive. ‘The development of facilities keeps pace 
with the need for them. Is it not providential that Lu- 
ther was furnished with the printing press, when he need- 
ed it to multiply copies of the Bible and spread abroad 
the principles of the Reformation? That, when liberty 
of conscience needed a soil in which it might grow, a 
place to retreat from persecution and intolerance, the new 
world, was discovered? And, that simultaneous with the 
establishment of the theory of our religious and civil in- 
stitutions on this continent, the agency of steam began 
to be spoken of as a means of locomotion and to facili- 
tate communication? And, when the speed of the iron 
horse became too slow, the lightning is harnessed to bear 
intelligence in less than no time? 

The church must adapt herself to the age. Christian- 
ity and progress know but one rule; whatever does not 
come under its sway will be crushed in its progress. As] 
conceive the ways of providence, God acts in but two ways 
—one is by permitting us to use our reason, and with the 
means in our hands work out our own salvation; butif we 
turn a deaf ear to the dictates of reason, and reject the 
guidance of his Spirit, he permits the means in our hands 
to prove a savor of death unto death. 

8. Our enlarging territory and increasing population re- 
quire progress in the church. Here I simply turn your at- 
tention to the infant West so fast growing up to a giant 
stature. In this field providence has given us our exist- 
ence. and assigned us our main work. 

Such has been the increase of territory and population, 
as to outstrip calculation, and stagger even credulity itself. 
Some twenty-four years since, President Monroe proposed 
to remove those Indians north of the Ohio and east of 
the Mississippi, to the then wilderness region, now called 
Wisconsin. It was then thought that region so remote, 
for a great while to come, could not be wanted for the 

















PROGRESSIVENESS OF THE CHURCH. 267 





occupancy of the white man. But the most profound 
siatesman cannot forecast the future. Now that, and an- 
other territory beyond it, lowa, also, are among the siste1 
states of the union. Others will soon come in. Mine- 
sota will soon knock at the door of Congress for admis- 
sion into the family of U. States. What a vast enlargement 
of territory has recently been made! It:is estimated 
that ‘Texas contains 325,520 square miles; Oregon 
341,463; New Mexico 77,387; Upper California 448,- 
691—in all amounting to 1,193,061. So it seems these 
acquisitions make a territory more than half as large as 
all that was held by the United States—a territory suff- 
cient to constitute twenty-three States, each as large as 
that of New York. Our country now embraces a ter- 
ritory of 3,252,574 square miles, nearly equal in extent 
to the whole of Europe. That part of the field we oc- 
cupy is large enough to work in. Nosmall portion of our 
labor lies within the scope of the domestic field. To 
christians in America, and especially in the West, home 
work is now far the most important. Look at the aston- 
ishing increase of our population. It is beyond all exam- 
ple. Io our nation it is calculated that the number of 
souls doubles in about twenty-three years. The increase 
must stop somewhere; but who can tell where! We see 
no barrier to it. Already it has over-passed the Rocky 
mountains, and gone down to the Pacific. European 
countries are sending their population here by hundreds 
of thousands—much faster than the instructions of our 
Protestant religion can be given them. It is the conclu- 
sion of common sense, that our foreign work now lies at 
our own doors. We must do more at home; not that we 
do less abroad. If we donot, what can save us from 
being over-borne and trodden down by an irreligious, ig- 
norant and vicious population? Nineteen years since, in 
all the states and territories north of the Ohio and west 
of the Mississippi, there was a population of 1,840,000; 
in the year 1840, there was a population of 3,450,000. 
[In ten years nearly doubled! If a line had been drawn 
through Pittsburgh north to Lake Erie, and south along 
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the Allegany and Cumberland mountains down to th 
Gulf of Mexico, fifty years ago, the entire white popula- 
tion, west of that line, would not have equalled 250.000. 
Now more than 10,000,000 are there! In fifty-five years 
an increase of forty fold! 

In our nation the population doubles in about twenty 
three years; in 1840, it was about 17,000,000. _ If it con- 
tinues to insrease as formerly, it will be in 1850, 22,000,- 
000; in 1860, 30,200,000; in 1870. 40,300,000; at the 
close of the present century it will become 95,500,000; 
and one hundred years from this time, about 276,000,000. 
Surely the church in the great Valley of the West has a 
mighty work to do at home. She should nobly come uy 
to the work. There is no time to lose. A little done 
now is worth more than a great deal done after a while. 
From this field the cry for progress comes up deep and 
loud. Oh! that we had more means, more zeal and unc- 
tion of the Spirit, more self-denial and consecration to the 
work whereto we are called, and in which we have en- 
listed! God of grace, grant every needful qualification for 
the work! 

II. We come to enquire what hinders the progress of 
the church. And by what means we may be aroused to 
that earnestness and action which properly belongs to ou 
position and work. 

1. In the present state of religion in our country, let 
the inquiry be made. Are the ministry and churches 
conforming to the simple and great laws upon which re- 
vivals of religion and the prosperity of the church are 
proffered, so that they can justly appeal to supreme agen- 
cy, and govern themselves accordingly; or have we still 
some simple practical lesson to learn of the unchangea- 
bleness of God, and of his established method of dealing 
with men? 

2. The poet’s pencil paints a sad change, when he 
says in reference to the past state of the church, 


“Once, O Lord, thy garden flourish’d, 
Every part was gay and green; 
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All its plants by thee were nourish’d; 
How delightful was the scene!” 


(nd in regard to the present— 


“Saviour, visit thy plantation, 
Grant us, Lord a gracious rain 
A]l will come to desolation, 


Unless thou return again.” 


For such change there is a cause to produce it, and a 
means to remove it. ‘That cause is either in God’s agen- 
cy,or man’s. It lies in the latter, God changes not. 
“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save; neither is his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but 
your iniquities have separated between you and your God, 
and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will 
not hear.” Isa.59:1,2. Andin Malachi3: 10. “Bring 
ve all the tythes into the store house, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows ot 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it.” 

Should you pass through a country at a season when 
the earth is generally clothed with fruitfulness, and wher 
rich crops had often been gathered, and find all the fields 
comparatively barren, and giving no favorable prospects 
of harvest, you would most anxiously seek for the cause 
of this change. You would be inclined to attribute it to 
one of two causes, and you would depend very much up- 
on close observation to ascertain which. Have the peo- 
ple in this district of country become so indolent that they 
neglect appropriate cultivation, yielding to the love of 
pleasure and the gratification of curiosity, so that the es- 
tablished laws of providence for securing a crop are not 
complied with? Or is there evidence still of such appro- 
priate industry, that the leanness of the fields is to be 
ascribed to the inscrutable sovereignty of God, by which, 
for wise purposes, the fruitful sun-shine and showers are 
withheld? You would decide this question by a simple 











270 PROGRESSIVENESS OF THE CHURCH. 


appeal to facts, so far as you could learn them, and you 
opinion of the population would be regulated accordingly. 
In either case you would undoubtedly urge the people to 
pray. But in the former case you would tell them that 
the prayer must be made principally with their p! 
powers, while in the latter it would principally be the 
work of the heart. 

3. Some direct impediments to the progress of the 
church. 

1. If standard bearers and members become insensible 
to the object of her mission in the world, how can the 
church increase? Not prompted by a feeling of interest 
in her work, she will not doit. If prayer freezes on the 
lips, it will bring no assistance from heaven. Without 
that nothing is effected. If those, who should be labor- 
ers, stand all the day idle; the uncultivated field grows 
up in weeds and brambles. 

2. If the church becomes secular minded, the world, 
having insensibly taken her heart, leads it away from God 
and his work. Its fashions, pleasures, riches and pride 
occupying thought and feeling, a mountain presses on, 
and lies in the way of the church’s advancement. Where 
the love of the world is, the love of Christ is not; and 
without its constraining influence, there is no progress in 
the church. 

Worldly mindedness may be styled emphatically the 
sin of the church, which degrades it to the level ofa 
worldly institution. What a sad and painful picture toa 
heavenly mind, to see an earthly mind permeating the 
church! It indicates the church’s decay with no less 
certainty than the hectic of the body’s consumption pic- 
tures certain death. When the ruling passion of the 
church is earthly, spirituality and truth are driven from 
its borders, and it becomes the grave of virtue and piety. 
A panacea, which could purify the church of worldly 
mindness, would be of far more value than one that would 
cure consumption, or yellow fever. or cholera. 

3. If the church is governed by sight rather than by 
faith, the element of progress is wanting. We can only 
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walk by faith, We received Christ by faith; as we re- 
ceived him we must walk in him. Nothing is done for 
him, if faith does not recognize and regard his authority. 
Without faith it is impossible to please him. Want of 
faith is a formidable impediment to progress. 

4. A want of individual consecration to Christ, which 
springs from the awakening impulse and sustaining ener- 
vy of the Cross, hinders the growth of the church, It is 
not sufficient to give our names to the church, Christ 
must have the throne of the heart. Nominal an organic 
religion will not take the soul to heaven. We cannot be 
christians by proxy. The church collectively cannot 
serve God for any individual member. Christianity indi- 
vidualizes obligation. Each must experience and live re- 
ligion for himself. If we have not personal religion, we 
have none; for in reality there is no other. If the indi- 
vidual members of the church are not christians, the 
church is not. It cannot possess what belongs to no part 
of it. And that connection with the church is vain, 
which merely has its basis in personal partiality toa 
preacher, regard to pecuniary advantage, social caste, or 
any thing aside from truth. He that sacrifices truth, like 
Judas, sells his Lord. The life impulse of genuine religion 
is awakened and sustained by the energy of the Cross; 
whereby we are crucified unto the world, and the world 
unto us, 

5. A mistaken view of religion which resolves it into 
a fever, or a chill, and so makes it a kind of heating and 
cooling operation, is a great hindrance to the progress of 
the church. It is not a hot impulse of the moment; nor 
is it a cold thought. It is not a moon beam, but a solar 
ray including light and heat. It purifies the heart by en- 
lichtening the intellect; and contains both thought and 
feeling. Meditation stirs the living coals of truth in the 
mind, whereby the heart is thawed, and its sympathies 
and emotions flow out. “While | was musing the fire 
burned.” Truth is imperishable; it is the fuel that feeds 
the fire, the light and heat of which are as lasting as 
the fuel which continues the fire. The degree of this 
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light and heat, is in proportion to the quality and amount 
of the fuel, or the mind’s attention to truth. Christianity 
exercises the whole soul. It is neither a headless, nor a 
heartless thing. Though it may influence the nerves, it 
is not nervous exhiliration. Though it chastens imagi- 
nation, it is not a mere flash from its meteoric fires or fit- 
ful flashes of fancy. It is no cold abstraction of the mind. 
It is a living and controlling energy imparted to the hu- 
man soul by contact with the eternal and uncreated Mind 
through the medium of truth. Its power is not spent in 
ecstacies and melting frames and pleasurable excitements ; 
for it leads to suffering and toiling, as well as enjoyment. 
Religion excites the affections, but it is to throw them at 
the foot the Cross as the supreme object of admira- 
tion. ‘These affections do not run to waste, “or water 
but the desert.” That religion which operates merely in 
a heating and cooling process, destroys the value of the 
affections as surely as such process injures the temper of 
the finest steel, and the finer the metal the sooner the in- 
jury. Itis easier to restore to its native skies the snow 
flake that has melted upon the wave, or to bring back its 
brightness to the tarnished steel, than-to revive the scat- 
tered fragments of affections, wasted, like dews on bar- 
ren hills and unfruitful fields, or to gather up the wilted 
and fallen rose leaves and form them again into the un- 
opened rose bud. The extremes of cold and heat are 
alike destructive to the growth of the corn and the vine. 
Away with them. But give usa religion with the genu- 
ine element of excitement. It is essential to progressive- 
ness in the church. 

6. If the church grieves, instead of walking after God’s 
Spirit, we have no reason to expect that sufficient life 
will be maintained to resist the encroachments of the 
world, the flesh and the Devil. If he can once succeed in 
bringing spiritual religion into disrepute, and produce in the 
church a disrelish for its spiritual duties, then cross- 
bearing and self-denial will be no obstacles in the way 
into the church. The line of distinction between it and 
the world is broken down. And it becomes as easy to 
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walk after the flesh in the church, as in the world. In 
this state of affairs, as an experienced tactician, he knows 
that the progress of the church is most effectually hin- 
dered, by exerting his skill and energy to aid the nominal! 
increase of the church; and he and his trained bands at 
once engage inthe work as gratuitous laborers. By mak- 
king large accessions to the church of the carnally mind- 
ed, the church is prevented from converting the world, 
by making the world convert the church. ‘This is fireing 
against fire to arrest its progress. A phrase familiar to 
us inthe West. We should not be ignorant of Satan’s de- 
vices. ‘The church cannot progress by a popularizing pol- 
icy which accommodates its communion to the carnally 
minded, pleasure seeking and wealth loving. The seem- 
ing progress is real retrograde. 

We now direct our inquiry to what is necessary to over- 
come the obstacles to the church’s progress. 

If impediments hinder her increase, the church will 
not become aroused to that intensity and earnestness of 
action requisite to remove them, until duly convinced of 
the fact, and her consequent guilt. Through planting 
and watering of the seed, God gives the increase. The 
farmer does not expect to reap an abundant crop if he 
does not plant and cultivate. Ifgrieved from the church, 
the Holy Spirit does not return, until the way of the Lord 
is prepared, and his paths made straight. The same wise 
decree which has made our bread the reward of sweat- 
ing toil, has fixed the path to great and noble ends through 
difficulties, at which timid spirits shrink and start back. 

If the leaven of earthly mindedness is working in the 
church, impeding her increase, let it be cast out. If 
sight governs in her counsels and communicants, it must 
sive place to faith. If apathy prevail, in regard to the 
work assigned us, it must give place to a due sense of 
our mission in the world. If there is a disposition to trust 
in the talents, elequence, and education of ministers, num- 
bers, respectability, wealth, or any thing human, expect- 
ing the church to bear all the sacrifice and labor, and 
fierce fault-finding if all things do not move on prosper- 
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ously, this disposition must yield to that persona! trust in 
Christ, which leads to individual consecration to his 
cause, and adherence to truth wherever it leads, follow- 
ing it at any toil, sacrifice and reproach, and which 
makes one find fault with himself, and search for the 
cause in his own heart, if the church is not increasing, 
knowing that they are cursed who trust in an arm of 
flesh. 

If the members of a church feel that it is sufficient 
for them to have their names entered on the church 
record, be baptized, go to the Lord’s table, pay a tri- 
fle toward their pastor’s support, hear at least one ser- 
mon on Sabbath, if it is not too hot nor too cold, and 
the road not too muddy nor the day unfair, and this 
done their responsibilities met, and their whole duty 
discharged; and so, feeling no further concern, they leave 
every thing else to the deacon, the elder, and the preach- 
er; every thing of this kind must give place to that 
view and feeling which make the private member deep- 
ly conscious that he has far more work to perform; 
that he cannot roll all on the hands of deacon, elder 
and preacher; but must himself be stedfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord; that he is 
not at liberty to live unto himself; but in his business 
or calling, through the weck, is just as much bound 
to serve God as on the Sabbath day; and is under an 
obligation no less binding, in al! that he does, to have 
an eye to the glory of God, than that resting upon the 
minister to labor for the honor of God in his study, his 
pulpit, and in his pastoral visits among his flock. If 
there be, to any extent, disjointed and divided action, 
it should give place to co-operation and embodied ef- 
fort. 

If any feeling of natural ambition, producing aliena- 
tion among brethren; if any disposition to work in one’s 
own way or do nothing; to work in the lead or pull 
backwards; such a bitter root should be dug up and 
cast away. Humility, meekness, a feeling of brother- 
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hood, the law of sympathy, are active elements of pro- 
vTeSS. 

If any sectional feeling arise, that attempts to build 
up a local, at the sacrifice of the general interest, let it 
be destroyed in the bud, seeing that selfishness locks up 
all the feelings within the breast, and paralizes the 
nerve of sympathy which binds one to another, and ex- 
pands a common fraternal feeling, let it have no place 
among us. Ardent, earnest piety must beget in every 
heart the spirit of Christ; his mind must permeate the 
church. Then will she grow as the cedars of Lebanon, 
and flourish as the palm tree. 

2. Instrument and means necessary. The great com- 
prehensive instrumentality is truth, the sound doctrines 
of the gospel. ‘The best summary of which we, as Cum- 
berland Presbyterians, believe to be contained in our Con- 
fession of Faith as derived from the Bible. 

As means to use the truth,—to sow the seed, to plant 
and till the field,—that God may “diffuse his graces down, 
like showers of heavenly rain,” I name science and lit- 
terature, with their handmaids, the press and general ed- 
ucation, ‘These are forces almost Omnipotent for good, 
if not loosed from the sovereignty of conscience and the 
fear of God. Into these well-springs of the world’s hope, 
the church should pour salt from on high, We must em- 
ploy systematic action in the family and the church, with 
the living voice and the pulpit; the pen and the press; 
the Sabbath school, common school, academy and high- 
er institution, All these are or should be sacred to chris- 
tianity. 

As man comes into the world he enters the family 
school. His first and his last breath should be in the 
atmosphere of truth. The first bud of thought should 
open in its light. As the first, so the last feeling of the 
heart should be controlled by its pure elements. And the 
primary laws of sympathy and imitation should receive 
their first inclination from truth; and be moulded and de- 
veloped by it. “Train up a child in the way in which he 
should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it,” 
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is just as sound philosophy as it is Divinity. If Parents 
bring up their “children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord,” they will not forsake the family, for the street 
school; they will not be trained in the strolling, pleasure- 
seeking, visiting, anti-sabbath, and anti-chureh school; 
but they will delight in the Sabbath school, and the wor- 
shiping Assemblies of the church,—there experiencing 
with the highest pleasure the greatest profit. 

Truth is the basis of the individual’s relation to God, 
to the church, and to the world. Christianity must there- 
fore operate in the closet, the church, and the world, the 
field to be planted and cultivated. But it cannot do this, 
if it does not work in the church; it cannot work in the 
church, if it does not in the family; nor can it be operative 
there, if the flame of the lamp of knowledge is not dai- 
ly fed by searching the Scriptnres, and the fire of devo- 
tive kept burning on the altar by holding daily commu- 
nion with God in the closet. So, in order that the church 
may possess the progressive element and accomplish 
the work assigned to do in the world; christianity must 
occupy its proper position in the family, and impart vi- 
tality and heavenly unction in the closet. 

Here is the battery to generate power to shake the 
world. Why is the battery so feeble as to leave the 
world, in a great degree, insensible to the shock? The 
church now has sufficient wires arranged to connect her 
own life with the life of our race. Where may we not 
dispense schools, the living ministry of the Word, the 
Holy Scriptures? Every where we may proclaim truth 
through the many winged messengers of the press; send 
millions of pages throbbing, as it were, with life, as 
though each was a human heart in the midst of revo- 
lution, or a tongue eloquently pleading the cause of Christ. 

We may all bear blessing to the destitute, wherever 
man sits perishing in the region and shadow of death, at 
home or abroad. We have organizations sufficient to do 
it. Our little branch of Christ’s church could encompass 
the earth with the net-work of her benevolence, and put 
the youngest child that lisps in our Sabbath Schools, and 
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every individual of our communion into communication 
with the world. Why is this not done? Why is the 
church not a more efficient co-worker with God in the 
salvation of the world? She needs what? A mind for 
the work, rather than a more perfect machinery. The 
most perfect will accomplish no more than the less per- 
fect machinery, if both stand still for the want of motive 
power. With a glance of my eye I see the ponderous 
engine and train of cars standing or creeping silentlv over 
the rails. What is wanting to make it shake those rails 
and dart onward with an almost irrisistible movement? 
Nothing but power. See that extensive factory. It is 
planned and formed with skill. In all the details of its 
machinery it is perfect, every part exactly fitted to work 
out precisely its design. But the structure, however per- 
fect, is accomplishing little compared with the expecta- 
tions awakened by its scope and finish. All moving feebly 
and sluggishly. But mark the change, the massy walls 
are trembling at the energetic struggles of the machinery. 
An awakened might is thrown into every spindle, and it 
starts with electric speed; every portion of the whole 
structure performs its intended part. I ask, what has 
produced this change? One word tells. Power, rightly 
applied! And what needs the church to make her more 
efficient in her plans of christian effort? She needs ac- 
tion—action, while there is only talk—talk, write— 
write, just as if the church could live, and move, and 
have her being in discussion without action! We need 
to be in earnest. Our great want is earnestness. We 
are not more efficient because we are not more in earnest. 
The heavenly unction is the remedy to which we should 
hasten; it is the missing element in which, if we seek, we 
shall find the increase of the church, her progressive pow- 
er. That we become aroused as individuals, and asa 
fraternity, to the high earnestness and noble action of 
which we are capable, it is indispensable for us to see 
and comprehend our work. By the inspiration of high 
purposes the soul is set on fire, and the arm is strengthen- 
ed for mighty deeds. A feeling of entire consecration to 
Christ, awakened at his Cross, is the true inward impulse 
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that leads to the toil which the Spirit’s presence shall 
bless to the conversion of the world. Effective earnest- 
ness arises alone in the constraining love of Christ; it 
cannot be manufactured by any external appliances, or 
any outward assiduities to which we may apply ourselves. 
If our hearts beat responsive to the love of God, let us 
go to work, not waiting for others who have not a mind 
to work: if they continue idle, we have to let them alone; 
there is the more for us to do; and we should be up and 
doing, toiling with greater energy and earnestness, while 
it is yet day, knowing the night cometh in which no man 
can work. Why should we still delay effort to accom- 
plish what needs be done? We have no time to waste 
in discussions of expediency and plans. Our work lies 
before us. Avenues to christian effort are open to us, 
and God will hold us accountable to the amount of our 
ability. We cannot evade accountability, either by de- 
laying the beginning of our work, or refusing to do what 
God requires of us. The colleges, provision for ministe- 
rial education, the missionary work, and the publishing 
enterprise all, all call for help in tones of love and elo- 
quence, that would almost excite emotion in ‘a stone, and 
bring the tear from the eye of the heartless miser. What- 
ever may be wanting, it is certain that the great essen- 
tial thing is ardent, earnest piety and active benevolence 
in our ministry and membership. Without this all desi- 
rable and appropriate plans and means will be of little or 
no avail. Still they are indispensable as channels through 
which living piety and active benevolence may operate. 
They remind one most naturally of arteries and veins, 
through which the vital organ, by the healthful pulse, 
throws the blood through the whole system. So in the 
appointed channels the quickened and strong beating 
pulse of piety sends the life-blood of progress throughout 
the whole body of the church, giving her power to plough, 
sow, and cultivate the world, which is the field of her 
militant toil. 

The church can hardly be fervent in spirit, and dili- 
gently ply her duties, without some encouraging sign that 
her prayers are remembered in heaven, and her generous 














OL —— = 











PROGRESSIVENESS OF THE CHURCH. 279 


self-sacrifice made useful and honorable on earth. Why 
build and open churches sacred to God’s worship; reat 
up schools and colleges; preach, write, print, and circu- 
late? That all may advance in religious knowledge and 
personal holiness; that there may be an active, an ever- 
extending and an ever-progressive piety—progressive, 
that new hearts may be reached and turned from the 
power of Satan unto God, from death unto life. 

3. That this may be effected, christianity must be de- 
veloped in personal example. Persons, in the general, 
form their opinion of religion by what it appears to be in 
the life of its professors; rather than from what it really 
is in itself. Embodied in example truth has its most pow- 
erful effect on individual character and society. It is 
most painful to see the withering and paralizing influence 
where there obtains, as is often the case, a fearful divorce 
between the profession and obligations, the faith and the 
moralities of christian life. 

Religion is not to be hid under a bushel, it must shine 
in personal example. A profession of it is required and 
is right in its place. But what is it without example? 
The latter, not the former, exhibits christian character. 

The Saviour has connected this character with the 
influence which ought naturally and properly to result 
from it. The example of christians has a necessary op- 
eration upon the character and conduct of others. Such 
is the relative position which they were designed to oc- 
cupy in reference to the world around, it cannot be other- 
wise. ‘This fact is variously illustrated. ‘The infallible 
teacher calls them, “the light of the world’”—*“the salt of 
the earth”—*“the leaven which is to leaven the whole 
lump.” These, and similar forms of expression, point out 
and display to the capacity of a child the relative influ- 
ence of their example and character as the chief design 
of their peculiar condition among men. A light cannot be 
hid, and is not brought to be put under a bushel. Salt, 
that has lost its savor, is good for nothing. So is the type 
of religious character that lies only in possession, not de- 
veloped in example. Accountabiliy attaches to christ- 
ians for personal example. For the exercise of its influ- 
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ence, they are endowed with many qualifications and gifts, 
which under the blessing of God may be made effective 
in the increase of the church. No embodiment of influ- 


ence is more likely to be powerful in the effectuation of 


such increase than a holy example. The life of the 
Lord Jesus must be manifested in the life of the minister 
and member of the church. Personal conformity to Christ 
is the example which they must exhibit before men. In 
his perfect excellence is the established standard, and 
revealed pattern, for their character. ‘To this they must 
be conformed by the renewing power of the Holy Ghost. 
The alone source of holy influence upon others, is to ac- 
quire and maintain that holy and spiritual mind which 
was in Christ and which is life and peace. If the min- 
ister and member of the church have the spirit of Christ. 
he is a living epistle, to be known and read of all men, 
every day. Not merely in the pulpit, and on the Sab- 
bath, will it shine forth in example; but the transactions 
of his daily business will be sanctified by the uniform and 
evident influence of a religious and holy temper. His 
external conduct opens his internal character. What he 
in Christ really is, he is abroad in his whole intercourse 
with the world in which he dwells. 

4. It is necessary that a feeling of brotherhood should 
prevail. It has its origin in genuine piety and christian 
principle, the life-element of progress in the church. It 
is altogether lovely and in good repute of them that are 
without; nothing more so. A fraternity bound together, 
linked heart in heart and mind in mind by an ardent feel- 
ing of brotherhood, sharing their mutual sufferings and 
bearing their mutual burdens, how pleasant is the scene 
It is more reviving than the dews of Hermon. It creates 
a common, nerve of sympathy which vibrates in every 
heartya,tie that binds our glowing minds in one, and turns 
them to heavenly harmony. United by the golden chain 
of brotherly love, each with other bears a part; if the 
wave of joy rise in one, it flows to every heart; if the tear 
of sorrow fall, it is not from one but every eye. Frater 
nal union like this is evidential of sympathy and union 
with the Eternal Mind. It acts from the promptings ofa 
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pure benevolence. It has its spring-head in the love of God. 
Itis the characteristic leaven which works out of man’s na- 
ture its asperities, out of selfishness its meanness, and envy 
its gangrene, and bigotry its obstinacy. Who contem- 
plates this virtue that does not feel its inspiring influences. 
If the feeling of brotherhood permeated the church, she 
would be more like heaven, less resemble earth, would 
be less divided in effort to demolish the dark empire of 
sin, and more powerful to build over its ruins the Sa- 
viour’s Kingdom. In union is strength. In co-operation 


is efficiency. Brotherly love is the nerve and muscle of 


strength. Alienation and strife the palsy of it. Lives 
there a christian who ever saw co-operation where a feel- 
ing of brotherhood was wanting? Nay. In such an at- 
mosphere the law of sympathy cannot act. The element 
cannot live, which unites mind to mind as kindred drops 
unite and form a common element of purity and power. 
Brotherly love is the perfection of that beauty in which 
the church must arise and shine as the light of the world. 
Yes, the true idea of fraternal union must fill the eye, rule 
the heart, and direct the energies of the christian world. 
So shall there be progress, and the infidel have a practi- 
cal testimony of the truth of the gospel. 

Common experience being our guide, it must have in- 
formed us every one how much we continually sympa- 
thize with the sentiments and affections of those around 
us. O! for that feeling of brotherhood which is the se- 
cret sympathy, the silken tie, which, in body and in soul, 
can bind heart to heart and mind to mind. 

III. Some of the practical lessons contained in the sub- 
ject. 

1. In the subject and the connection in which it stands, 
there is a lesson of pointed rebuke to the churches, There 
is commonly much perfection attached to the churches in 
the days of the Apostles. But even then, there was ut- 
terly a fault in the first church at Corinth. A fleshly 
mind had obtained in that church. “And I, brethren, 
could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto 
carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with 
milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to 
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bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are carnal: 
for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and di- 
visions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men.” It is a sure 
indication that the principle of progress is wanting in a 
congregation, when it is not able to bear the strong meat 
of the gospel, but has to be fed with its milk, or the nu- 
triment of babes in Christ. So also envying and strife in 
a church, demonstrate that they are carnal and live as 
men of the world. Consequently, lack that spirituality 
which is the element of progressiveness. 

Strong admiration of this, or that minister, is no ev- 
idence of piety. Such admiration may exist in the 
mind where there is festering enmity to God. ‘That pas- 
sionate fondness, for one preacher, which engenders ha- 
tred and opposition to another, by crying one up and the 
other down, raising envying and strife about the talents 
and gifts real, or immaginary, of the one and the other, is 
the carnal work of the flesh; it is giving to the creature 
the honor which is alone due the Creator. “For while 
one saith, | am of Paul; and another, am of Apollos; 
are ye not carnal?” 

2. The subject contains a lesson of humility to minis- 
ters. What if some ministers have greater natural and 
acquired abilities, which distinguish them for oratory and 
logical acumen, as Paul, or for heart-stirring eloquence, 
as Apollos; let them not despise others who are less fa- 
vored, but equally worthy, in the use of what God has giv- 
en them. Let them not be puffed up with self-conceit 
and pride and take to themselves the honor which be- 
longs to God, from whom they have received their bril- 
liant talents and silver-tongued eloquence. ‘Those of in- 
ferior gifts and influence, should suffer no root of jealousy 
and envy to arise in their hearts against others who excel! 
them; for that is just as odious in the sight of God, and 
as great a bar to progress, as pride and self-exaltation in 
those who have received superior talents. As the one 
may not glory in his eminent parts; so the other may not 
énvy him. Success should humble the one;and the want 
of it should not discourage the other. It concerns each 
to improve the talent or talents God has given him. “Who 
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then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I 
have planted, Apollos watered: but God gave the in- 
crease.” So then neither is the minister of this, or that 
distinctive grade of talent any thing; but God that giveth 
success is all in all. 

3. Another lesson taught in the subject, is to expect 
the increase of the church alone through appropriate la- 
bor. 

Both experience and the word of God have taught min- 
isters and people, that the church will not go on by its own 
momentum. The only condition of her holding her own 
in the cause of truth, piety and virtue, is perpetual labor 
and vigilance. Such as love the cause must be united in 
vigorous exertions for the diffusion of religion. 

Consider what can be done. Go forward with energy, 
earnestness and zeal in doing it. Remove the blighting in- 
fluence of criminal apathy from the churches. ‘There is 
enough to do—there is every thing to do, and every en- 
couragement to rise, in the strength of the Lord, and re- 
build the dilapidated and tottering walls of Zion, to 
strengthen her stakes and lengthen her cords. The 
prayer of faith is wanting, and such works as are the 
fruits of faith. Let the churches arise and “shake them- 
selves from the dust,” and say, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have us todo?” ‘There is not even as much difficulty in 
finding out what to do, that the church may reap new 
harvests in God’s spiritual vineyard, “desolate and dry,” 
than meets the husbandman in the cultivation of his fields. 
As in natural husbandry there is no restriction to our uni- 
form method of cultivation, nor to the exclusive use of the 
same agricultural implements, every year and in every 
field, so there is none in moral husbandry. God leaves 
men to the choice of instrumentalities, as in the kingdom 
of nature, so in the kingdom of grace: but in both, appro- 
priate means and measures are to be employed, with 
humble reliance on the blessing of Heaven. By that 
blessing the feeblest instruments, and the commonest 
means, will overcome the greatest obstacles. 

The church, as a body, has not fallen fast asleep. Let 
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such as are awake, and have a mind to work, stir up the 
churches to their duty. So will they move onward. 

Ministers, elders, and members of the church, will we 
not be diligent in duty, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord? 
How large the sphere of christian effort. How various 
the modes of benevolent activity. How many and urgent 
are the claims. How affecting are the appeals. What 
room for devotion of talents, wealth, influence, knowledge 
and time. 

The publishing enterprise is to build up; so are colleges 
and theological schools; missionaries are to send out; the 
hellish gloom of earth is to be chased away with the 
light of heaven; the energy of truth is to overthrow the 
delusion of error; the church is to be set on fire of love 
and holiness, that the world may be converted. May ce- 
lestial fires warm the heart of the church! Who can be 
lazy, stupid, and indifferent? Each one has a work to 
do. Living, vigorous faith is necessary and important. 
Faith brings us into a mind for our work. Faith gives 
zeal and power in its execution. Faith lays hold on 
Christ’s strength; secures his blessing. Faith overcomes 
all obstacles, levels mountains, exalts vallies— 


«Laughs at impossibilities, 
And cries it shall be done.” 


Faith throws out the whole powers of the christian mind 
in efforts and prayer. Prayer is as indispensable to 
successful effort, as rain to the growth of the seed sown, 
and the rays of the sun to bring it to maturity. Onward 
our motto. Perseverance surmounts all difficulties. It is 
the element of success. 

4. Another lesson we derive from the subject is that of 
encouragement. 

We can see the church progress by God’s blessing. It 
is our duty to put forth energy in planting and watering, 
to have him give the increase. Diligence and endeavor 
are our’s; blessing and success are God’s. If we will 
work as does the industrious farmer, we shall see the 
church increase just as certainly as he does the growth 
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of the seed which he plants and cultivates. The grain 
of wheat or corn is no more fitted to take root and grow 
in the soil, than truth is adapted to germinate and grow 
inthe mind. ‘The earth must be ploughed and prepared 
for planting the seed; so the fallow ground of the mind 
must be broken up and made ready for sowing the good 
seed of truth, As the seed will not germinate, unless it 
be sown, so truth will not grow in the mind, unless it be 
planted. 

The field planted must be well and carefully cultivated ; 
so the mind or church. Without this the planting would 
be vain. For as in the one case, so in the other, weeds 
would spring up and prevent the growth of the seed. The 
flock must be fed, the church must be watered. Why 
sow, and not cultivate, or why plant and not water? = It 
s folly. It is no less our duty to water than it is to plant. 
Our labor does not terminate with the conviction and 
onversion of sinners. That church will not long be in- 
strumental in the work of conviction and conversion, that 
loes not appropriately and diligently employ the neces- 
sary means to produce, in the converted, a growth in 
srace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
[he church must have pastors. The labors of the evangel- 
st may produce more visible effect; but do not go so far 
toward the permanent upbuilding of the church as the 
abors of the regular pastor. ‘The former answers the 
purpose of sowing the seed, but not that of watering. 
ln moral husbandry, the toil of pastors is as indispensable 
is the labor of farmers in agriculture. If we labor for 
the progress of the church as the farmer for harvest, 
iis harvest is not more certain than the church’s in- 
rease. Will we not do it? When the sailor sees his 
ship drifting on the rocks, he labors, by almost superhu- 
man exertions, to bring her into the smooth sea. Profess- 
ing to be followers of Christ, will we only put forth a lazy, 
heartless effort to prevent the souls of men from drifting 
on the quick-sands and rocks of perdition? To be instru- 
mental in saving them, we should labor as men who feel 
that they are laboring for the world, for the glory of God, 
and the salvation of mankind, determined to succeed. 
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If christianity be that divinely inspired religion which 
we believe it to be, it has in itself the highest motive to 
diligence in the use of means. ‘That divine spirit which 
lives and breathes init, a much better evidence of its di- 
vinity than any external testimony whatever, will doubt- 
less prompt us to act consistently with our christian pro- 
fession. We must be doers of the word, and not hearers 
only: none but the doer of the word is blessed in his deed, 
The peculiar work of our churches, is the edification of 
their own members and the salvation of sinners. ‘This 
work is important, and they must set themselves about it 
in good earnest, if they wish to be truly prosperous and 
progressive, to walk in love and the comfort of the Holy 
Spirit. 

There is no standing still. Not to progress is to retro- 
grade, Not to increase is to decrease. The tides nev- 
er stand still; if not rising they are falling. 

5. In our age, and in our communion, the voice of Pro- 
vidence is proclaiming, go forward, men of heaven. 

The onward flow of time has brought us to a position 
unlike any occupied by our predecessors in the church 
and in the sacred office. The active forces that now 
mould societies and nations are not the forces that they 
once were. More is required of us than of those who liv- 
ed before us. More of the same impulsive power—more 
of the same all-absorbing interest—more of the same pro- 
found reverence for truth and indefatigable industry must 
animate us now, as did the pioneers of our church and 
of the primitive ages of the last dispensation to our race, 
those choice spirits, whose labors the Holy Spirit delight- 
ed so signally to bless. 

We may not do merely as our fathers did, we must 
do more than they did. How can we meet the account 
to be renderedj at the judgment seat of Christ, if we do 
no more, or even less? ‘The increased and increasing 
means for the growth of the church, demand in her in- 
creased and increasing activity and efficiency. In the 
magnanimity of christian love we must co-operate in the 
mission of discipleing the world. We should lead our 
churches and ecclesiastical bodies to feel that they are 
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organizations for christian effort and benevolent operations, 
that they should set themselves systimatically to work in 
spreading the gospel. Let us have a larger degree of the 
spirit of the gospel manifesting itself in our congregations 
and judicatures, then will the system of benevolent effort 
that we now have accomplish far more than divising 
and adopting any new plans and measures. The great 
point, the highest requisite is a revived intrest in the ex- 
tension of Christ’skingdom. Whocan look with a chris- 
tian’s eye over the field, whether North or South, East or 
West, on the forests that have been felled, and the ground 
which has been broken up and cultured, without being 
dissolved in thankfulness and praise? My brethren, you 
should not only consider what God has already wrought 
through your instrumentality, with feelings of lively grati- 
tude, but also to the future with emotions of ardent hope, 
and fixed determination:—A calm, enlightened, deep- 
ly rooted determination not in the slightest degree to 
recede. When the fields of labor are multiplying, when 
demands are made on us increasingly for help, in the spi- 
rit of christianity and the disposition of real philanthro- 
py, we will go on in our work, resolved to do what we 
can for Christ. “We have opened our mouth to the Lord, 
and cannot go back.” A selfish, time serving, cold; sor- 
did, unfeeling temper, which brings a withering curse on 
the church, should have no place among us. 

From the facts of God’s providence towards our branch 
of the church, in its labors to spread the gospel through 
the Western Valley, we are not to walk wholly by faith. 
We have but to look back to see what progress has been 
made, to show us what may be done in future if we are 
faithful in our work. And if we occasionally meet with 
a desponding one, who as he draws near the close of his 
doing any good, if in fact he ever did any, delights to 
dwell upon the green spots of the past, merely to magni- 
fy the evils of the present, and draw in darker shades 
the future; to such an one, it may be replied: “Say not 
the former times were better than these, for in so doing 
thou dost not inquire wisely.” 
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We remember what was good and forget what was e- 
vil in the past, and overlook what is good and magnify 
what is evil of the present. 

Brethren, of old, there were those who looked at the 
clouds; but still the sun shines. “There is a lion in the 
way,” is no new cry. In the militant host of God there 
were spies who brought back reports of the giants and 
other frightful things; but Joshua and Caleb were of a 
different spirit—“onward” was their animating cry, “we 
are fully able to go up and possess the land.” Can we 
attempt but little, when we look on the indications and 
openings of Providence, inviting and commanding us to 
move forward in the path of progress? What a crisis! 
What a time of interest! What need of wisdom! Let 
preachers and people pray and toil:—plant and water. 

The church must be more aggressive in her operations, 
The congregations every where should co-operate in the 
publishing, missionary and educational enterprises. Plans 
commenced should be prosecuted with energy and efficien- 
cy. The nature of our work and the condition of the 
field, demand active, undivided and unremitted efforts. 

As christians, we have resolved to do what we can for 
Christ, and to that resolution will we adhere. Dare we 
abantion our ground—violate our vows—dishonor our Sa- 
viour—prove recreants to his cause? Never!—never!— 
No never!!! His grace assisting, we will be more vigor- 
ous and concentrated in our efforts than ever, and perse- 
vere in our work, determined on success. We will look 
to God to give the increase, and pray that our Prince and 
Saviour may be increasingly honored by the enlarged and 
constant augmentation of the trophies of his grace. So 
shall we see the cords of our tabernacle lengthened and 
our stakes strengthened. Soon may the auspicious, the 
bliss-inspiring era come; that period so joyfully expected, 
so ardently desired, when purity, and harmony, and love, 
and knowledge shall universally prevail. Then, 


“As the waters the depth’s of the blue ocean cover, 
So fully shall God amongst mortals be known; 
His word, like the sun-beams, shall range the world over, 
The globe his vast temple, and mercy his throne!” 
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